FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Center for Congregations selects Miriam Quezada Mendez as the new Regional
Director for the Northwest

March 2, 2026

Crown Point, Indiana —The Center for Congregations is excited to announce that the
Northwest office’s Director position has been filled. After a search that included internal
and external candidates, Miriam Quezada Mendez will be moving up from her role as a
Multilingual Resource Consultant to the position of Regional Director, Northwest.

I’m delighted that Miriam Quezada has been appointed. Through her
dedicated work with the Center, Miriam has already partnered with
numerous congregations, providing thoughtful resource consulting, guiding
grant opportunities, and supporting educational initiatives. Miriam brings
both strong leadership and a deep appreciation for the rich diversity of
congregations across the Northwest region. She is exactly the right person to
help expand our reach and strengthen our service to congregations.

- Rev. Tim Shapiro, President, Center for Congregations

Ms. Mendez leads the Center’s work in this region, supporting congregations with access to
financial resources, connections with industry experts, and personalized support and
resources from consulting to the Congregational Resource Guide. In her time at the Center,
she has already walked alongside hundreds of congregations in the Northwest and beyond,
addressing their challenges and opportunities.

Miriam is an excellent choice and rose to the top among several highly
qualified candidates in our search — she’s been serving congregations in
Northwest Indiana with the Center since 2024. She knows the region well and
will continue to provide excellent support to congregations.

- Kara Faris, Executive Director, Center for Congregations

Congregations in the region will be able to meet Miriam at a series of events, as well as
during the office’s Open-Door Days, informal meet-and-greets which take place every
Thursday from March 12 through April 2 between 9AM and 4PM CT. One-on-one meetings
can be scheduled by contacting the Northwest office.

I have been incredibly lucky to walk alongside people of faith throughout my
professional experience. At the Center for Congregations, | have seen
congregations answer the calling of their faith to address the spiritual and


https://centerforcongregations.org/
https://centerforcongregations.org/team-locations/#location-northwest-indiana

physical needs of their communities. As | step into the Director role, | remain
deeply committed to strengthening the congregations that make up the
diverse tapestry of our Northwest region. It is a privilege to support clergy, lay,
and congregational members across this region of Indiana. Itis a privilege
that | do not take lightly, and | look forward to building upon the 18 years of
work in our region by the Center for Congregations staff and collaborating
with the congregational leaders ready to address their challenges and
opportunities.

- Miriam Quezada Mendez, Director, Northwest Region, Center for Congregations

The Center for Congregations is funded by Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Press contact: Christos Reid, creid@centerforcongregations.org

PARA PUBLICACION INMEDIATA

Centro para Congregaciones selecciona a Miriam Quezada Mendez como la nueva
directora regional del Noroeste

2 de marzo, 2026

Crown Point, Indiana — EL Centro para Congregaciones anuncia que la posicion de Director
de la oficina del Noroeste ha sido cubierta. Después de una busqueda que incluyo
candidatos internos y externos, Miriam Quezada Mendez ascendera de su rol como
Consultora de Recursos Bilinglies a la posicion de Directora Regional, Noroeste.

Me alegra que Miriam Quezada haya sido nombrada. Gracias a su trabajo dedicado
con el Centro, Miriam ya ha colaborado con numerosas congregaciones,
proporcionando consultoria de recursos, guiando oportunidades de subvencionesy
apoyando iniciativas educativas. Miriam aporta un liderazgo sélido y una profunda
apreciacion por la rica diversidad de congregaciones en toda la region noroeste. Es
exactamente la persona adecuada para ayudar a ampliar nuestro alcance y
fortalecer nuestro servicio a las congregaciones.

- Rev. Tim Shapiro, Presidente, Centro para Congregaciones
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La Srta. Mendez lidera el trabajo del Centro en la regién, apoyando congregaciones a tener
acceso a recursos financieros, conectar con expertos de industrias, y consultoria
personalizada con recursos y apodo de la Guia Congregacional de Recursos. En su tiempo
con el Centro, ya ha caminado al lado de cientos de congregaciones en el noroeste y mas
alla, abordando sus desafios y oportunidades.

Miriam es una excelente eleccién y llegé a la cima entre varios candidatos
altamente calificados en nuestra busqueda; lleva sirviendo a
congregaciones en el noroeste de Indiana con el Centro desde 2024. Conoce
bien la regién y seguira brindando un excelente apoyo a las congregaciones.

- Kara Faris, Directora Ejecutiva, Centro para Congregaciones

Congregaciones en la region pueden conocer a Miriam durante una serie de eventos, y
durante los Dias De Puerta Abierta de la oficina, reuniones informales que son organizadas
los jueves del 12 de marzo al 2 de abril entre las 9AM y 4PM CT. Reuniones privadas pueden
ser programadas al conectarse con la oficina del noroeste.

He tenido elinmenso honor de caminar al lado de personas de fe a lo largo
de mi experiencia profesional. En el Centro de Congregaciones, he visto a
congregaciones responder al llamado de su fe para abordar las necesidades
espirituales y fisicas de sus comunidades. Al asumir el cargo de Directora
del Noroeste, sigo profundamente comprometida a fortalecer las
congregaciones que conforman el diverso mosaico cultural de nuestra
region. Es un privilegio apoyar a cleros, lideres laicos y miembros de
congregaciones de toda esta region de Indiana. Es un privilegio que no tomo
a la ligera. Espero con ansias continuar los 18 afios de trabajo en nuestra
regidon por parte del personal del Centro para Congregacionesy su
colaboracion con los lideres congregacionales listos para abordar sus
desafios y oportunidades.

- Miriam Quezada Mendez, Directora, Regidn Noroeste, Centro para Congregaciones

El Centro para Congregaciones es financiado por Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Contacto de Prensa: Christos Reid, creid@centerforcongregations.org
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