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A Newsletter from the Indianapolis Center for Congregations

Center Welcomes New Part Time Consultants
Last year the Center worked with more than 600 congregations. One way we do that, considering the small size of our permanent staff, 

is by contracting with key consultants from the area to help us with our work.  For instance, Fred Oaks, pastor of Southport Baptist Church, 
and Susan Sveen, a lay member of Christ the Savior Lutheran Church, work in the area of educational event follow-up.  Susan Weber, a lay 
member of St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, does resource and grant evaluation for the Center.  Sherry Perkins, staff member of Brownsburg 
Christian Church and Glenn Bell, pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church work as sacred space grants initiative consultants.  Ivan Douglas 
Hicks, pastor of First Baptist Church of North Indianapolis, does resource consulting with local congregations.

Joining the Center staff in providing direct consulting services for area congregations are Nicole Floyd and Tracy Heaton de Martinez. 
Nicole is an experienced manager, consultant and trainer with over ten years experience in planning, project implementation, opera-
tions and service development and coordination.  She is a member of Cornerstone of Hope Church and volunteers as their Director of 
Operations. She has also volunteered in various areas of community and social services for the past five years, with special emphasis on 
crisis and suicide intervention.  

Tracy has a wide range of experience, as well, having worked with the Kankakee County Center Against Sexual Assault, at the Museum 
of Science and Industry in Chicago, and Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana. She was also the resource director and financial man-
ager for McCormick Theological Seminaryõs òChurch and Community Project.ó  Directed by Carl Dudley, this major project was aimed 
at enabling òtypicaló congregations in Illinois and Indiana in developing community social ministries, strengthening the identity of the 
churches involved, and sharing their discoveries with congregational, denominational, community and academic audiences.

The Center is happy to welcome Nicole and Tracy to our work ð and extends its thanks to all the Center consultants over the years who 
have provided vital resourcing to local congregations.
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